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Zeina Abirached, author of the award-winning graphic novel A Game for Swallows, returns with a

powerful collection of wartime memories. Abirached was born in Lebanon in 1981. She grew up in

Beirut as fighting between Christians and Muslims divided the city streets. Follow her past cars

riddled with bullet holes, into taxi cabs that travel where buses refuse to go, and on outings to collect

shrapnel from the sidewalk. With striking black-and-white artwork, Abirached recalls the details of

ordinary life inside a war zone.
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Zeina Abirached writes of her experience during the war in Lebanon. The deliberate choice of using

black and white brings out the tragedy that she lived.She never knew the Beirut that used to be

known as the Paris of the Middle East, her memories are all of the war and nothing else. This is very

sad but it also is an eye-opener about the effects of war on children.

My childhood friend's daughter wrote this book



Baby Zeina, who knew nothing about the Lebanese Civil War, was gently tossed into the middle of it

when she was born in 1981. Of course she remembers nothing about that event, but perhaps her

mother did. Zeina remembers all kinds of things like the darkness around them when her mother

hugged her and her little brother. Ã¢Â€ÂœPromise me youÃ¢Â€Â™ll always look out for each

other,Ã¢Â€Â• she asked them. She remembered all those little holes in her motherÃ¢Â€Â™s Renault

and the windshield that wasnÃ¢Â€Â™t always there. It left four years in a row so why bother?

Instead of replacing it, Ã¢Â€Âœshe would wear sunglasses when she drove to shield her

eyes.Ã¢Â€Â• Whatever works!Zeina remembered learning her colors (that was easy) and then later

all about going to school. The school bus wasnÃ¢Â€Â™t going to stop near their house because

they were in the zone. West Beirut was to the west near the demarcation line and they were too

close to No ManÃ¢Â€Â™s Land. The bus picked them up at WardÃ¢Â€Â™s Ice Cream Parlor

instead. Mr. George was the taxi driver who drove them to the bus. This Zeina remembers and later

he taught her to drive. Ã¢Â€ÂœSlow down! Slow down!Ã¢Â€Â• She smiled, but he certainly did

not.There were the Ã¢Â€Âœgiant robot cartoons,Ã¢Â€Â• the times when utilities were out, RC Cola,

fairy tales, and Sabah. Zeina loved to dance to her song Ã¢Â€ÂœAyym el Loulou.Ã¢Â€Â•

Helicopters filled up the skies during the war and her father would sit, arms and legs crossed,

listening to Wagner. Way too loud Ã¢Â€Âœin order to drown out the chaos outside.Ã¢Â€Â• There

were lots of fun things and her brother loved to collect shrapnel for his collection. And then there

was ZeinaÃ¢Â€Â™s backpack. All kinds of cool things in there, she explains, Ã¢Â€Âœeverything I

wanted to take with me, if we had to run.Ã¢Â€Â• Beep, beep! Beep, beep! It was time to run.This is

an amazing tale of Zeina AbirachedÃ¢Â€Â™s childhood during war-torn Beirut. This is a book of

childhood remembrances as seen through the eyes of the author when she was a child. Far from

negative, they reflect the joys of a childhood that could have been lost, but was not. Yes, the war

raged around Zeina, but the happy things swirled around her as well. There were the stories, songs,

laughter, and fun woven in the fabric of a most unusual time to be a child. Memorable

Ã¢Â€ÂœscenesÃ¢Â€Â• include a Candy-land like board depicting places where the family

Ã¢Â€Âœtook refuge during the war.Ã¢Â€Â• The illustrations in this graphic novel are in high contrast

black and white, making the mini-autobiography even more poignant. Marvelous look at life in East

Beirut during the Lebanese Civil War from the eyes of a child.This book courtesy of the publisher.

'I Remember Beirut' by Zeina Abirached is her memoir of growing up in Beirut during the Christian

and Muslim war in the 1980s. The art is fantastic, but I kind of wanted something more.Then again,

she was just a child, so perhaps my expectations were a bit high. She talks about living in what the



school thought was the neutral zone, so they had to be driven out of their neighborhood to a bus

stop. Her brother collected shrapnel. There were blackouts and fuel shortages. Along the way, the

family got to do normal family kinds of things. Life in a warzone isn't much fun and that's mostly the

feeling you get here.But the artwork is stunning, and really why anyone should read this. It's black

and white with clean lines and beautiful patterns. I love young Zeina's wavy hair, and the map with

fish where water should be. It's really great and I'd like to see more graphic work by this author.I

received a review copy of this graphic novel from Lerner Publishing Group, Graphic Universe and

NetGalley in exchange for an honest review. Thank you for allowing me to review this beautiful

graphic novel.
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